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IRWA Chapter 1 

Membership Luncheon 
and Relocation Seminar  

Date: May 24, 2005  
Time: 11:30am 
Speaker: William von Klug 
Location: Quiet Cannon 
901 N. Via San Clemente, 
Montebello (636-A/7) 
RSVP to Joe Damm at 
joedamm@epicland.com or 310-
378-1178, the luncheon choice is 
chicken, beef or vegetarian 

Upcoming Events 
June 28 
Membership luncheon 11:30am at 
Steven’s Steakhouse 
July 26 
Networking Membership luncheon, 
11:30am  in Marina Del, location 
TBD 
July 29, 2005 Course 505 - 
Advanced Relocation Assistance I 
(Residential) 
 
Education Calendar – See Page 13

President's Message 
By: Holly Rockwell, Epic Land 

Solutions, Inc. 
 
A hearty congratulations to Paul
Norlen, MAI and Joyce Riggs,
SR/WA, MAI, on a terrific Valuation
Seminar.  The speaker line-up was fantastic, and feedback from participants was very

enthusiastic.  It was also the first time we have held an
event at the Rio Hondo Country Club in Downey.  It was
good venue, centrally located, and they served a very  

tasty buffet lunch.  Due to many last minute reservations (we have a lot of procrastinators in this group), adjustments had to be made to
accommodate everyone, but the seminar still went off without a hitch.  Thank you, Paul, Joyce and the others who made this a marvelous
educational opportunity for IRWA members. 
 
On a sadder note, as many of you are aware, Howard Armstrong, SR/WA, R/W – RAC, passed away unexpectedly this last month.  Howard
was tremendously committed to IRWA.  His recent responsibilities included serving as Vice President on the International Executive
Committee, developing and instructing the IRWA Uniform Relocation Act Seminar, and chairing the International Liaison Committee.  The
Chapter 1 Board voted to contribute $500 to the International Educational Fund on Howard’s behalf.  He will also be posthumously awarded
the IRWA Lifetime Achievement award at the Annual International Education Conference in June. 
 
The Annual International Education Conference will be held in Toronto, Ontario, Canada from June 13th – 16th.  Tom Hanley and I will be
representing Chapter 1 as International Directors and attending the Directors meeting.  Although it’s a bit far from home, we hope to see some
other Chapter 1 members there as well.  It’s a great opportunity to network and learn about the latest topics in our industry. 
 
As I was recently perusing the IRWA website at www.irwaonline.org (yes, it is worth taking a look at every once in a while), I noticed that
they are now posting the current status of the Gene L. Land Award and the Membership Appreciation Program.  The Gene L. Land Award is
presented to the two Chapters that have the 1) Highest Percentage Gain in Chapter Membership and 2) the Highest Numerical Gain in Chapter
Membership.  Chapter 1 won the award in 2004 for the Highest Numerical Gain.  We are in the running to win it again in 2005!  Chapter 1 is
currently in second place with 19 new members this year.  Chapter 53 in New Mexico is in first place with 21 new members to date.  There’s
no award for second place, so now is the time to encourage your colleagues who have been sitting on the fence to finally get their
membership!  In addition to the benefit to the Chapter, for each new member that you sponsor, you will receive a $25 coupon applicable to
any IRWA event.  Also posted on the website is the status of the Membership Appreciation Program Standings which shows the individuals
that have sponsored the most new members.  Currently the lead person has sponsored 7 new members.  Current results of the Gene L. Land
Award and the Membership Appreciation Programcan be seen at http://www.irwaonline.org/news_events/International-Awards.cfm.  Many
thanks to our   membership Chair, Bill Larson, who has worked hard encouraging and welcoming our new members in addition to ensuring
their paperwork gets processed. 
 
Chapter 1’s education schedule for the year has been finalized and included in this newsletter.  One item that I especially want to bring to your
attention is the SR/WA Study /Review Sessions and Examination Seminar on September 14th – 16th.  This 3 day session is being taught by
Michael Wolfe, SR/WA who is a great instructor.  Michael will teach a review session on everything you need to know to pass the exam, and
then proctor the actual SR/WA exam while the information is still fresh.  There is a very successful pass rate with this class.  The review
session is not given very often, and it’s been years since it has been put on in Southern California.  You do not have to have fulfilled the
educational or experience requirements to sit for the exam.  The only requirement is that you are an SR/WA Candidate.  If you have
considered trying for your SR/WA, or think that you might want to anytime in the next 5 years, this is the class you will want to take.  To sign
up for your candidacy, you only have to complete the application (found at http://www.irwaonline.org/resources/forms_apps/index.cfm  and
pay $20).  Be sure to get your candidacy application in soon to qualify to sit for the exam.   
 
I look forward to seeing many of you at our Relocation Seminar on May 24th at the Quiet Cannon in Montebello.  This seminar will focus on
the FHWA changes to the Uniform Act regulations.  The Seminar is being structured in a way that facilitates hearing different opinions on the
changes, encouraging questions and answer sessions, and takes a good look at how the changes impact us here in California.  Don’t miss it! 
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2005 Officers and Executive Board 
 
President and 
International Director 

Holly Rockwell 
Epic Land Solutions, Inc. 

310-378-0771 hollyrockwell@epicland.com  

President-Elect and 
International Director 

Tom Hanley 
Metrolink 

213-452-0256 hanleyt@scrra.net 

Vice-President Bryan Riggs, MAI 
Riggs & Riggs, Inc. 

805-578-2400 riggsinc@sbcglobal.net  

Treasurer Ken Robinson 
Paragon Partners, Ltd. 

714-379-3376 krobinson@paragon-partners.com  

Secretary Michael Fischer 
Metropolitan Trans. Auth. 

213-922-2413 fischerm@metro.net  

Professional 
Development 

Michael Popwell, SR/WA 
LA Community Dev. Com. 

323-890-7195 michael.popwell@lacdc.org 

Nominations and 
Awards 

Joyce Riggs, SR/WA, MAI 
Riggs & Riggs, Inc. 

805-578-2400 jlriggs@sbcglobal.net  

Education Lynette Overcamp 
Epic Land Solutions, Inc. 

310-378-1178 lynetteovercamp@epicland.com  

Membership Bill Larsen 
Integra Realty Resources 

818-593-7200 wlarsen@irr.com  

Luncheon Tracy Washburn 
Sanli Pastore & Hill, Inc. 

310-571-3400 twashburn@sphvalue.com  

Communications Vacant   
Webmaster Mark Brusca 

Riggs & Riggs, Inc. 
805-578-2400 markbrusca@sbcglobal.net 

Newsletter Natalie Michelson 
JPI Studios, Inc. 

818-634-6932 aunttaliee@aol.com  

Law Bradley Pierce Esq. 
Demetriou, Del Guercio, Springer & 
Francis 

213-624-8407 bpierce@ddsffirm.com 

Valuation Seminar Paul Norlen, MAI 
Metropolitan Water District 

213-217-7765 pnorlen@mwdh2o.com  

Relocation Seminar Bill Von Klug, SR/WA, R/W - RAC 
LA Community Dev. Com. 

323-890-7434 bill.vonklug@lacdc.org  

Fall Seminar Rudy Romo 
Independent Consultant 

951-662-7997 rudromo@aol.com  

Tri-Chapter Installation 
Chair 

Tom Hanley 
Metrolink 

213-452-0256 hanleyt@scrra.net 

Historian Gus Parcero, SR/WA 
City of Los Angeles – BOE 

213-847-5580 aparcero@eng.lacity.org  

Engineering/Survey Tony Pratt, PLS 
City of Los Angeles – BOE 

213-482-7180 tpratt@eng.lacity.org  

Environmental Mohammed Estiri, PhD 
Eco & Associates, Inc. 

714-832-5427 mestiri@panenv.com  

Local Public Agency George Koury, SR/WA 
Port of Los Angeles 

310-732-3865 gkoury@portla.org  

Pipeline Gary Valentine, SR/WA, MAI 
Valentine Appraisal & Assoc. 

661-288-0198 gsv@valentineappraisal.com 

Property Management Duncan Robb, SR/WA, R/W - AMC 
Metropolitan Trans. Auth. 

213-922-2435 robbd@mta.net 

Relocation Fred Arevalo, R/W – RAC 
LA Community Dev. Com. 

323-890-7473 fred.arevalo@lacdc.org 

Title Teri Kortens 
Lawyers Title 

310-210-6741 terikortens@msn.com  

Transportation Vacant   
Utilities Andrew Thompson 

Sempra Utilities 
310-244-5032 athompson@semprautilities.com  
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Nonetheless, Cooper v. Aviall has dramatically altered the conventional understanding of CERCLA contribution claims.  Now, a 
party, which voluntarily incurs response, costs in the absence of a CERCLA “civil action” under section 106 or section 107 or an 
administrative settlement may not bring a contribution action under section 113(f)(1).  Thus, all PRPs, including present owners or 
operators of contaminated sites that do not enjoy a CERCLA recognized defense, must carefully evaluate investigation and cleanup 
strategies in light of the limitations set forth by Cooper v. Aviall. 

 
For example, a party asserting a section 113 claim should now also include a claim under section 107.  Further, parties that have 

incurred cleanup costs should evaluate other Federal, State, and/or common law avenues of cost recovery.  Similarly, a party that has not 
yet incurred cost recovery costs may consider obtaining injunctive relief under the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act.  (It is also 
now settled that in California, redevelopment agencies can obtain injunctive relief under the Polanco Act.)  Additionally, if a party is 
involved with a contaminated site in which governmental oversight is involved, the party should carefully consider the ramifications of 
“voluntarily” complying with the governmental agencies directives in the absence of a section 106 and 107 civil action or an 
administrative settlement.  Similarly, if a party is involved in a site in which governmental agencies are not involved, a party may consider 
encouraging government agency involvement in order to maintain a right to a CERCLA contribution claim. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Updating your IRWA Membership Information 

 
1. Visit www.irwaonline.org 
2. Highlight “Resources” in the upper right hand corner and then click on “Membership Directory”. 
3. Click on Update Member Profile. 
4. Enter your User Name and Password and click on Login.  Your User Name is your membership number (contained on 

your membership card and dues renewal notice) and the Password is your last name.  The Password is case sensitive, so 
ensure you capitalize the first letter and leave the rest in non-caps. 

5. Update your information and click on “Submit.  A new page will come up and you can choose to “Exit” or “Logout”. 
6. That’s it!  Your information will be automatically updated on the headquarters master list, which is also the one the 

Chapter uses for communications.  Going forward, Chapter 1 monthly newsletters will be sent out via e-mail so it’s 
important to ensure your e-mail address is current. 

7. If you do not have access to the Internet or have any questions about updating membership information, call Bonnie Gray 
at 310-538-0233. 

 

Membership Drawing 
At each chapter luncheon we draw a name from the Chapter 1 roster and if that person is in attendance, they win a cash prize.   The 
drawing starts at $50 and increases $10 for each month that there isn’t a winner.  We haven't had a winner in a while.  May's drawing 
will be for $130 so be sure to be there in case your name is drawn! 
  
Communications Chair 
Communications are one of the most critical components of a successful Chapter.  The IRWA Chapter 1 Board has determined that a 
new chair position needs to be added to address this very important and high profile area.  If you are creative, enjoy reaching out to 
people and interested in getting to know the members of Chapter 1 better, you are our person!  The Communications Chair will work 
with our newsletter chair to enhance the look and feel of our electronic newsletter, work with members and headquarters to ensure our 
membership information is current and maintain our e-mail roster.  Please contact me at 310-378-0771 or hollyrockwell@epicland.com 
if you are interested. 
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Chapter 1 2005 Education Schedule 

 
Course/Seminar Date Coordinator Instructor 

Relocation Seminar May 24, 2005 Fred Arevalo, R/W – RAC 
323-890-7473 

Fred.arevalo@lacdc.org 

Various 

505 - Advanced Relocation 
Assistance I (Residential) 

July 29, 2005 Joe Damm 
310-378-0134 

joedamm@epicland.com 

Bill von Klug, SR/WA, R/W – 
RAC 

506 - Advanced Relocation 
Assistance II (Business) 

August 29th/30th Lynette Overcamp 
310-378-0119 

lynetteovercamp@epicland.com 

Bill von Klug, SR/WA, R/W – 
RAC 

3 - SR/WA Study /Review 
Sessions and Examination 

Seminar 

September 14th – 16th  Lynette Overcamp 
310-378-0119 

lynetteovercamp@epicland.com 

Michael Wolfe, SR/WA 

900 - Principles of Real 
Estate Engineering 

October 10th/11th  Michael Fischer 
213-922-2413 

fischerm@metro.net 

TBD 

Fall Seminar October 18th  Rudy Romo 
951-662-7997 

rudromo@aol.com 

Various 

404 - Appraisal Theory and 
Principles 

November 7th – 11th  Andrew Thompson 
310-244-5032 

athompson@semprautilities.com 

TBD 

 
If you would like to see Chapter 1 offer a course, or are interested in coordinating, please contact the Education Chair, Lynette Overcamp, 
at 310-378-0119 or lynetteovercamp@epicland.com. 
 
 
 

Other IRWA Educational Events 
 

Below is a list of courses/events being sponsored by International or other Chapters.  Please check the IRWA website at 
http://www.irwaonline.org/education/ for the most recent information. 
 

Date Course # Course Name Location 
May 19/20 400 Principles of Real Estate Appraisal Sacramento 

May 27 211 Effective Written Communications San Diego 
June 1  Eminent Domain Seminar San Diego 

June 12-16  Annual Education Conference Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada 

August 10 215 Pipeline Right of Way Agent's Development 
Program 

San Diego 

August 12 213 Conflict Management San Diego 
September 703 Real Property Asset Management San Diego 
September 800 Principles of Real Estate Law Sacramento 

October 3-7 401 The Appraisal of Partial Acquisitions Riverside 
October 20-22  Region 1 Fall Forum Oakland 
November 7-9  Uniform Relocation Act Symposium Anaheim 

November 205 Bargaining Negotiations Riverside 
November 403 Easement Valuation San Diego 
November 801 Land Titles Sacramento 

 
 
 
 
 

This is not an unsolicited e-mail or spam message.  You are receiving this e-mail because you are listed as 
requesting the IRWA Chapter 1 Newsletter by e-mail.  To cancel your e-mail subscription to the IRWA Chapter
1 Newsletter, please notify us at the following address:  hollyrockwell@epicland.com 


