
 

 

 

Greetings and welcome 
back from the Summer! 
On July 1 we entered our 
new fiscal year and on 
July 27 we had our first 
Board meeting. We had 
a busy agenda and it 
was a dynamic meeting. We also had special 
guests from the International Headquarters ð 
Randy A. Williams, SR/WA, MAI, FRIC, Inter-
national President, Mark Rieck, Executive Vice 
President, and Daniel Stekol, Vice President 
and Business Development Officer. Mr. Wil-
liams, who flew in from Texas, was our special 
guest speaker at the event following the board 
meeting, the Chapterõs traditional annual Past 
Presidents' luncheon, attended by over 60 
members and guests. The most honored atten-
dees were the chapterõs Past Presidents ð the 
event was a tribute to their service to the chap-
ter.  Randy Williams shared about the contin-
ued growth and success of the Association on 
the national and international arenas. IRWAõs 
designation of SR/WA and its career path 
certifications are gaining international recogni-
tion and are becoming more and more desired 
and coveted. This is because IRWA training is 

highly relevant to the sphere of 
delivering public projects involving 
the land factor ð our educational 
courses provide crucial skills and 
specialized knowledge which can 
be immediately put to use. Many 
members have boosted their ca-
reers by the valuable professional 

knowledge gained in IRWA courses and semi-
nars. The number of Candidates for SR/WA 
professional designation and career path certi-
fications continues to grow as members recog-
nize their value for their professional careers in 
both the public and the private sectors. 

The Past Presidents' luncheon was a real fun 
event. The luncheon was held in a relaxing set-
ting near the Marinas by the Ocean water. The 
food was great. The raffle gifts were excellent. 
Kudos to our luncheon chair Aaron   Aftergut for 
organizing this great luncheon! The MC was the 
2007 Past President, Bryan Riggs, SR/WA, 
MAI, who did a fantastic job of the MC. That 
day, some of the attendees were on their day 
off and stayed behind after the event to con-
tinue enjoying the setting and perhaps a summer 
cocktail from the full bar of the restaurant.      
(continued on page 12) 
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ñThe most honored attendees 

were the chapterôs Past 

Presidentsò 

 

Bryan Riggs, Neilia LaValle, Holly Rockwell, Mark Rieck, Gary Peck, Michael Pop-
well, Kathy Friedman, Randy Williams, Michael Murray, Andrew Thompson, Wil-
liam Larsen, Gary Valentine, James Wiley, and Joyce Riggs are holding the chapterõs 
banner by the water of the Pacific Ocean.  

Please visit the chapterõs web site for IMPORTANT updates and event information: www.irwa -chapter1.org  

For your calendar: 

Details at www.irwa -chapter1.org  

 

¶ 9/27/2011 ñ Joint Luncheon with 

American Society of Appraisers   

¶ 10/10/2011 ñ Principles of Real 

Estate Engineering (#900) 

¶ 10/12/2011 ñ Engineering Plan 

Development & Application (#901) 

¶ 10/25/2011 ñ Fall Right-of-Way 

Conference 

¶ 11/7/2011 ñ SR/WA Review & Exam 

¶ 12/6/2011 ñ Tri-chapter Holiday 

Networking Luncheon 

¶ 12/12/2011ñBargaining Negotia-

tions (#205)  



 

For current announcements and up-to-date Chapter content visit us on the web www.irwa-chapter1.org 

 

 

 
IRWA- ASA Annual Joint Luncheon  

Page 2 
 

International Right-of-Way AssociationðChapter 1ðLos Angeles   

The Guest speaker at the Joint Luncheon at Stevens Steak House will be Mr. 
Michael A. Barbour , Executive Officer Highway Project Director, Los Ange-

les County Metropolitan Transportation Authority  

Mike Barbour has been working on transportation projects for last 28 years. 
Though he has worked mainly on highway improvement projects, he also has 
transit, airport and military base reconstruction experience as well. Of the 28 
years of engineering responsibilities, twenty of those years were in design and 
eight years were in construction. Bridge experience makes up the lion share 
of the design work, while roadway and bridge work is predominate on the con-
struction side. 

Mike started his career in engineering straight out of school with Caltrans 
Structure Design and went on to spend over eighteen years as Bridge De-
signer, Bridge Representative, Office Chief for Structures Design Organization 
and finally completed his time at Caltrans as acting Design Deputy at Caltrans 
District 7, in Los Angeles. After leaving Caltrans, Mike worked as a consultant 
on various highway, rail and military projects over the next eight years. During 
this period he had the privilege of working on the Golden Gate Bridge, the 
new Bay Bridge, BART Station retrofits and the Sacramento Airport Moderni-
zation Project. More recently, for the last three years, he has been working on 
the I-405 HOV/Improvements Project in West Los Angeles for Los Angeles 
County Metropolitan Transportation Authority as the Project Director. 

Mike has lead and held various positions during his career; from Bridge De-
signer to Structures Office Chief, Engineering Manager, Project Manager and 
Project Director. He was a Major in the Air Force Reserve and has been de-
ployed to Iraq three times. He values all of the knowledge he has gained 
working in these organizations and specifically feels very fortunate to have 
worked on great projects with great people. 
 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Barbour will speak 
about his experience 
organizing the tempo-
rary closure of the 405 
Freeway on July 16 and 
17 of this year to avoid 

the òCarmageddonó. 

Michael A. Barbour 
Special Guest Speaker at 
the upcoming joint IRWA-
ASA luncheon on Sept 27. 

Sept 27, 2011ñ 
11:30AMñ1:00PM 
Networking Luncheon 
& Presentation at 
Stevens Steak House 
Commerce, CA 



 

This newsletter is your publication. Use it by sharing expertise, announcements and experiences. Be heardðcontact us today! 
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No.   Title  Coordinator  Instructor  Date  

# 900  
 

Principles of              
Real Estate                   

Engineering  

Diane Dominguez 
(213) 922-5253 

DominguezD@metro.net  

Joe Pestinger, 
SR/WA Oct 10-11 

# 901  
 

Engineering  
Plan Development  

& Application  

William Larsen 
818-290-5428 

wlarsen@irr.com  

Joe Pestinger, 
SR/WA 

Oct 12 

SR/WA 
review 

SR/WA  

Review & Exam  

William Larsen 
818-290-5428 

wlarsen@irr.com  

Michael L.     
Heineke, SR/

WA  
Nov 7-9 

# 205 
Bargaining                 

Negotiations  
TBA TBA Dec 12-13 

Upcoming Courses Sponsored by Chapter 1   

Tom Hanley, P.E. 
Education Chair 

If you did not find the 
course you need to 

meet your professional 
education goals, we 
want to hear from 

you!.. 
Please contact Tom at 
(714) 379-3376, Ext. 284  

thanley@paragon-
partners.com  

Give your career a boost now!.. 


